
Driving research  
forward faster



having multiple sclerosis means that with every  
passing day, you lose a little part of yourself.  
that’s what Ms does. it takes things away.

Ms destroys connections in our minds and bodies  
and disconnects us from the ones we love.

it is heartbreaking and it is intolerable. 

We need the answers and there’s no time to waste. 

We must know more and we must do more—now. 

not toMorroW.  
not next Week. 

Now. 
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our ProMise to PeoPle With Ms 

stoP
We must stop the disease in its tracks by speeding up the development 
of new disease-modifying drugs and symptomatic treatments, including 
alternative and complementary therapies.

restore
We must find ways to repair the damage that’s been done through nervous 
system repair, including myelin repair, and help people regain physical and 
cognitive function through rehabilitation.

eNd
We simply will not stop until we discover the cause and can prevent it  
from affecting future generations, so no one will ever again have to hear  
the words “You have Ms.”
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the national Ms society is at the center of Ms research,  
and we are driven to move research forward faster.

Finding solutions for people with Ms is our highest priority. 
research is essential to finding the solutions that change lives.

that’s why we invest in the most promising research around the world and drive global collaboration 
within the research community. it’s why we fund more Ms research and scientists than any other 
nonprofit Ms organization in the world. Because understanding and ending this disease can’t come 
fast enough.

Judy, diagnosed in 1982

Rick, diagnosed in 1991

Susan, diagnosed in 1995



ideas fuNdiNg treatMeNts PeoPle  
with Ms
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Moving ForWarD Faster

an approach that is both comprehensive and focused is critical to 
helping people with Ms live their very best lives. in order to make 
the most progress for everyone, we must pursue all promising paths, 
while focusing our priorities in three areas:

Making it haPPen

the promise of a world free of Ms is not enough.  
it has to become a reality for everyone living with Ms.  
that’s our goal, and the only way we will accomplish  
it is by working together. 

We must connect the best ideas with the funding and influence to drive them forward,  
and connect people with Ms with the treatments that will stop the disease in its tracks,  
restore what’s been lost and end Ms forever.

 
Progressive Ms

Progressive Ms solutions 
have been frustratingly 
elusive. Up until now. 

Focused efforts and global 
collaboration will facilitate 

answers so that people 
can live their lives without 

the uncertainty of what 
tomorrow may hold.

Nervous  
systeM rePair

the concept of nervous 
system repair, including 

myelin repair, was not even 
a glimmer of hope just a 
few years ago. today it 

holds significant promise in 
repairing the damage and 
restoring the function that 
Ms has taken from people.

wellNess aNd 
lifestyle

in addition to drug 
treatments, people with 

Ms can live their best 
lives each and every 

day through improved 
rehabilitative techniques, 

exercise, diet, and 
complementary therapies.
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Ray, diagnosed in 2003 Tracey, diagnosed in 2005



Where are the aNswers? 

What are the solutions? We ask this question each 
and every day. identifying and moving solutions 
forward is critical. 

that’s why we fund the entire research spectrum, propelling novel ideas  
into the lab, translating breakthroughs into clinical trials, and moving  
success in clinical trials into new treatments for people living with Ms.  
it’s all connected, and it’s all necessary. 

this is how we will succeed in stopping the progression of the disease, 
restoring what’s been lost, and ending Ms forever. this is how we will 
successfully drive solutions that change the world for people living with Ms.
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a differeNt future for My Kids

“i can’t wait for the day when i never have to ask you  
for a donation again because we found a cure. My hope  
is that my kids and grandkids will never have to worry 
about getting this disease.”

— scott, diagnosed in 2003

it’s Just a Matter of tiMe

“if someone told me tomorrow that they found the answers 
and i would walk again, i’d say, ‘Yes, of course!’ that’s why 
i’m doing everything i can to be in the best shape i can when 
that day comes. i believe.”

— negar, diagnosed in 2002

i have Ms, but Ms doesN’t have Me

“i used to take long walks, hand-in-hand with my wife. i’ve 
come to accept that we no longer can—for now. i believe 
there will be a day when i will walk again.” 

— David, diagnosed in 1998



getting the Most  
oUt oF everY Dollar

We have no time and no resources to waste. that’s why we 
manage our research investments like a portfolio—identifying  
the opportunities, sizing up the risks, and looking for the best 
return on investment to change lives. 

We look at all forms of the disease, all the symptoms that people experience, and all the potential 
areas that could influence or inform our ability to find new solutions. then we identify the most 
promising research and vet each opportunity through a rigorous scientific review process and 
apply funding and influence where it is not just needed, but required, for progress to be made. 

We invest in all promising paths, sharing with the world critical knowledge gained through  
both success and failure. 

8 9

FUeling the Ms research revolUtion

in 1946, a woman named sylvia lawry said “enough.” 
People with Ms deserve more.

the Ms research revolution was born from sylvia’s love for her brother, Bernard, who lived with 
Ms. her commitment drove the founding of the society, and she spent her life working on behalf of 
people living with Ms. We now lead the way, funding more research and impacting more lives than 
any other Ms patient group in the world. and with your support, we’ve made significant progress.

today:

n  a record number of neurologists and scientists are engaged in Ms research,
n  More researchers are collaborating worldwide,
n new insights and strategies are converting discoveries into life-changing treatments,
n  More potential therapies are in the pipeline than ever before, and
n  nearly every thought leader in Ms research received early career support from the society.



Progress iN research

“two years ago the medicine i’m now taking was science fiction. 
in less than 20 years, we’ve gone from absolutely nothing to lots 
of options. that’s pretty amazing and shows the power of research.”

— scott, diagnosed in 2003
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the PoWer oF MoMentUM  
shoUlD never Be UnDerestiMateD

We are at a pivotal moment, when significant progress is  
being made and breakthrough solutions will change the world  
for everyone living with Ms.

But in order to accomplish our goals, we need to move even faster.  
accelerating new scientific discoveries and commercializing new treatments is key. 

we must: 

n  strengthen the quantity and quality of Ms research worldwide; 
n  learn more about the risks, triggers, and biological responses causing Ms so that  
 prevention becomes a reality; 
n  Deepen our understanding of the causes of disease progression and pursue new rehabilitation  
 techniques and symptomatic treatments to restore function and enhance quality of life; 
n  Forge new paths, including studying drugs developed to treat other diseases  
 as potential treatments for Ms. 

and equally important, we must continue to keep people affected by the disease connected to 
the information, resources, and actions needed to further public policy and to gain expanded 
government funding for discovering and developing Ms treatments.

liviNg My best life Now

“staying active with hydrotherapy, massage, and physical therapy 
at least five days a week isn’t just good for my body, it’s good for 
my soul. i feel like it helps me live a better life every day.”

— negar, diagnosed in 2002

the enD oF Ms: noW

People living with Ms need solutions. they need our commitment, 
our energy, and our support to push the boundaries even further. 

the noW campaign is a bold initiative dedicated to moving research forward by raising  
$250 million to drive Ms research. the goal is big. no question. But every dollar counts.  
We’ve made amazing headway so far, and through your ongoing support we will discover  
breakthroughs, treatments, rehabilitation, prevention, and, ultimately, an end to Ms forever.
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it all starts With YoU

More than 2.3 million people with Ms worldwide  
are counting on you—counting on us. together,  
we can find the solutions that change the world  
for people with Ms—and bring an end to it forever.

the Ms research revolUtion 
is on. be Part of it.
Join us—together we can create a world free of Ms.

nationalMssociety.org

eNdrestorestoP

New york
733 third avenue, 3rd Floor
new York, nY 10017
tel +1 212 986 3240
fax +1 212 986 7981

denver
900 s. Broadway, 2nd Floor
Denver, co 80209
tel +1 303 698 6100
fax +1 303 698 6120

washington d.c.
1100 new York ave nW, ste. 660-e
Washington, Dc 20005
tel +1 202 408 1500
fax +1 202 408 0696

National gift office
tel +1 800 923 7727
nationalMssociety.org
info@nationalMssociety.org

Now. No Opportunity Wasted. 

NO OPPORTUNITY WASTED

NOWTM

Utilized with permission from NOW, Inc., and in 

partnership with Phil Keoghan, tireless advocate 

and MS Research Champion.



nationalMssociety.org


