Branford Resident Named To New Haven 2005 WAMS Committee - 7/9/2005

BRANFORD, Conn. – Judy Weted recently was named to the New Haven 2005 WAMS Steering Committee. Weted, who has lived in Branford for 47 years and has been affiliated since 1981 with New Haven-based SBC Communications, Inc., is serving on the committee for a third year.

“I first decided to get involved because my mother had MS,” said the database manager. “I also have three cousins diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.”

For the past three years, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Greater Connecticut Chapter is offering the community an opportunity to attend a WAMS luncheon in New Haven. This year’s luncheon features well-known author and television personality Sue Thomas.

Profoundly deaf since 18 months and now, recently diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, Thomas’s amazing story is dramatized in the original PAX Television series, Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye. At age seven, Thomas became the youngest free-style roller skating champion in history of Ohio. Success at an early age served to propel Thomas on to even greater endeavors later in life. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in political science and international relations at Springfield College in Springfield, Mass. and subsequently began a career with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in Washington, D.C. Her superb ability to read lips led her to the successful completion of many high-profile undercover cases. Seemingly challenged at every turn throughout her life, Thomas was recently diagnosed with MS, which affects her mobility and vision – two key components for “someone,” she says, “who communicates more with her eyes than ears, hands or voice.” However, Thomas is undaunted, and, as with the challenges faced earlier in her childhood, she continues to “prod onward and upward.” Thomas is also the author of a best selling autobiography, Silent Night.

According to statistics, three times as many women are diagnosed with multiple sclerosis as are men. As a result, women across the nation now come together annually, state by state and chapter by chapter, to learn, through inspirational personal accounts, about the effects of this potentially debilitating disease and the latest advancements in care. As part of a special luncheon, women dedicated to joining the fight against MS raise critically needed funds for continued scientific research to find a cure and for vital programs and services offered by local chapters. Since 2001, these dynamic groups have been known as Women Against MS or WAMS.

The 2005 WAMS luncheon will be held on Friday, Sept. 23, at the Omni Hotel in New Haven at noon. Limited seating is still available at the Weted table. If you would like to sit at the Weted table or would like more information on attending the luncheon, please contact Leslie Leader Brooks, Development Manager, at (860) 953-0601, ext. 239 or e-mail at lbrooks@ctnmss.org.
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