ADVOCACY
February 14, 2013

CC: Chapter Presidents
Programs & Services

Healthcare Reform Webinar Series Begins Thursday, 2.21.13, 1:30 EST/12:30 CST,
11:30
The major (and long-awaited) reforms of the federal healthcare reform law are only months
away!
To help Society staff, volunteers and activists keep abreast of these major changes, the
Healthcare Reform Implementation Team will sponsor periodic webinars throughout 2013 on
key components of the Affordable Care Act and their implications for people with MS.
All are welcome! Programs & Services, Government Relations staff and others
interested/involved in helping people with MS access health coverage and care are
encouraged to participate.
The first of the webinar series is scheduled for Thursday, February 21st from 1:30 – 2:30
EST . Team staff will provide a general overview of the law and its key provisions for people
with MS. This will serve as a review for those already engaged in implementation of the
Affordable Care Act, and a general introduction for those eager to learn.

Advance registration is required for those who wish to participate in the live one hour
webinar. An archive version will be available for those who wish to listen- in at a later
date/time.

To link to this live webinar:
http://mt211.sabameeting.com/main/Customers/nmss/Registrar/NewRegistration.jsp?even
t_id=0000004629ad7a013cbf8094ef007e4f&source=
Future webinars are also under development. Likely topics include information on Public
Education and Outreach; Consumer Assistance Programs and Services; Eligibility and
Enrollment Procedures and more.
Contact: Kim.Calder@nmss.org
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CC: All

February 2013: E-communications Update
February National MS eNEWS
Send date: 2/19/13
Audience: Full List
The February National MS eNEWS will be sent on Tuesday, February 19. Content includes a
feature about how body weight in girls may affect MS risk, and information about a bilingual
feature on the Latino/Hispanic experience of MS that appears in the latest issue of
Momentum. Readers are also encouraged to participate in Walk MS events and a Sam’s Club
fundraiser to benefit the Society and to save the date for MS Awareness Week.
Contact Information
For editorial questions or suggestions regarding our National MS eNEWS, please contact
Gary at gary.sullivan@nmss.org or 212-476-0538 (or 10538).
For questions about our national e-communications strategy, please contact Rich at
rich.sarko@nmss.org or 303-698-6100 x15171.
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RESEARCH/CLINICAL UPDATE

February 14, 2013
National MS Society-Supported Researchers Report that Skin-derived Stem Cells from
People Generate New Nerve-Insulating Myelin in Mice
A team co-funded by the National MS Society transplanted stem cells derived from human skin
into the brains of mice with a disorder that prevents them from growing new myelin, the
insulating material that surrounds nerve fibers and which is damaged in MS. They found that the
transplanted cells developed into myelin-making cells that formed new myelin quickly and
efficiently. Su Wang, PhD, Steven A. Goldman, MD, PhD (University of Rochester Medical
Center, Rochester, NY) and colleagues report their findings in Cell Stem Cell (2013;12:252,
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23395447). These early findings highlight a novel strategy
that seems to reduce some of the risks of cell replacement strategies, but further research is
necessary to establish the potential safety and effectiveness of this approach before it can be
attempted in people with MS.
Background: Myelin, the substance that surrounds and supports nerve fibers, is destroyed in the
brain and spinal cord during the course of multiple sclerosis. In addition, the cells that
manufacture, maintain and can repair myelin, called oligodendrocytes, are also damaged and
destroyed. Young oligodendrocytes known as progenitors or precursors (OPCs) can naturally
develop through a series of steps into oligodendrocytes, to repair damaged myelin, but they fail to
keep pace with the damage in MS. One of several possibilities being explored for repairing myelin
damage is to transplant cells that could supplement these OPCs. Researchers are searching for cell
types that could be transplanted safely (without immune rejection or tumor generation), could
serve as an abundant source of OPCs, and could migrate to areas needing repair.
Over many years, the team led by Dr. Goldman has been exploring cell transplantation as an
approach to restoring myelin in mice. The National MS Society has been supporting this work
with the help of donors including the Alan Buegeleisen Fund, the Barancik Foundation, and the
Society’s South Central Region. Dr. Goldman was also a member of two teams that were part of
the Promise: 2010 Nervous System Protection and Repair Initiative. His previous efforts led to
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successful recovery of myelin function in mice. This new study explores the use of adult skin cells
as a source of cells for transplantation.
The Study: The team used stem cells derived from human skin, and in the laboratory, developed a
strategy for coaxing these cells to become OPCs. The strategy proved to generate sufficient
numbers of OPCs for transplant. The researchers transplanted the OPCs into the brains of mice
with a genetic disorder that prevents new myelin from forming. The cells traveled quickly and
efficiently throughout the brain to produce myelin, and increased the likelihood of survival of the
mice compared with untreated controls. No mice developed tumors during the term of the study,
a potential side effect of stem cell treatments.
Comment: These studies present a novel strategy for replacing cells that fail to repair myelin.
Further research is needed to confirm these findings and to explore their potential safety and
benefits for repairing myelin damaged during the course of MS. An attractive aspect of this
strategy is that cells for transplantation could potentially be developed from a patient’s own skin,
reducing the risk of rejection by the body’s immune system, although not eliminating it
completely.
Dr. Goldman is currently supported by the National MS Society for further work in this area. In
addition, the Rochester team, along with the State University of New York Upstate Medical
University in Syracuse and the School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at the University at
Buffalo, recently leveraged $12.1 million in funding from New York State Stem Cell Science for
clinical trials of stem cell strategies. The first study is beginning in 2015 using another type of stem
cell. According to a press release from the University of Rochester, Dr. Goldman anticipates that
a trial of skin-derived cells will eventually be funded via this mechanism. Read more here
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/news/story/index.cfm?id=3747.
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