
the uncertainty of ms affects everyone with a diagnosis; uncertainty about what 
tomorrow might hold. But it also demands urgency to ultimately bring an end to this 
disease for everyone — forever. 

Prevention for future generations must become a reality, and without it, we haven’t 
delivered a complete solution to people with ms. 

ending ms means no one will ever get this disease again. that means we need to find 
the cause of ms, what triggers it, and what may protect against it. 

as part of a unique and comprehensive approach to ms research, the society is  
committed to ending ms forever. here’s how:

We aggressively pursue studies to identify all common  
ms-related genes, because genes make people susceptible  
to ms. We Will ansWer hoW it is triggered, and hoW it could  
be prevented: 

l massive screening studies to identify all common susceptibility genes common 
among people who have ms

l studies delving into specific ms genes to uncover plausible paths through which 
they influence the disease process

l Dna banking to support the efforts of researchers around the world seeking 
clues to ms susceptibility 

We must better understand What factors in the environment 
influence Whether a person gets ms.

l Population studies examining factors such as vitamin D intake, sun exposure 
and smoking, to uncover exposures that may increase risks for the disease — 
or protect against it

l studies exploring complex interactions between environmental factors and 
genes to better understand how ms might be triggered

l studies tracking factors that influence disease worsening, which may also 
influence its onset

We funded early  
studies shoWing  
hoW immune cells 
might be triggered  
to attack myelin by  
encounters With  
infectious agents

our funding created 
a data hub for studies 
of kids With ms, Whose 
young immune systems 
may offer clues to ms 
triggers

susan, diagnosed in 1995

i won’t have to  
worry aBout
my chilDren
DeveloPing ms.

END THE DISEASE FOREVER



We must identify possible infectious triggers for ms.

l studies exploring patterns of infectious agent exposures in people with ms and 
people without ms

l explorations of underlying mechanisms through which immune cells respond to 
viruses and the potential for misguided immune attacks 

l studies that model infections that trigger the immune system to turn against 
the body’s own nervous system 

Significant progress has been made, but more must be done, NOW. 

to helP eNd the Disease for everyone, 
Please consiDer a generous gift. 

Your support will revolutionize care and treatment options,  
bringing real solutions to everyone living with MS.

nationalMSsociety.org

our funding formed 
the internAtionAl ms 
genetics consortium, 
world leAders in gene  
breAkthroughs

fotini, diagnosed in 2007

my future will
no longer Be 

unsure. 

my granDchilDren
will never hear
the worDs
‘you have ms’

we supported eArly studies linking higher vitAmin d 
intAke to lower risk of ms, And linking smoking with 
increAsed risk
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