
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Background 
 
The National MS Society believes that both innovation and affordable access are critical to ensure 
people receive the medication and treatments they need. Medications can only help change lives if 
people can access them. 

• The continual escalating prices of MS disease-modifying therapies are creating barriers to people 
with MS getting these life-changing medications. 

• MS disease-modifying therapies (DMTs) first entered the market in the 1990s priced between 
$8,000 and $15,000 per year. Newer medications have commonly been introduced to the market 
costing 25 to 60% higher than existing therapies. 

• The average price of the MS treatments has increased nearly 400% since 2004. MS DMTs’ costs 
have increased annually at rates 5 to 7 times higher than prescription drug inflation. (**See 
attached chart/use as visual aid.) 

• In 2004, the average wholesale price of available MS disease-modifying therapies (DMT) was 
$16,000. In 2013, the average price was $61,000; in 2017, the average price of an MS DMT was 
$83,688 (all average wholesale prices). 

• In 2004, the cost of a DMT accounted for about half of the direct medical costs for treating 
someone with MS; today it is nearly three-quarters of the cost of treating someone with MS. 

• In the case of the MS medications, competition is not helping to lower prices. Despite more than 
a dozen DMTs for relapsing MS, including some generics, the prices of MS DMTs continue to rise.  

 
 

This legislation matters to people with MS because: 
 

• People with MS need more information to make informed choices, and we all need greater 
information to improve the system. 

• Advocates need additional data to better understand how much drug pricing affects healthcare 
spending and insurance premium growth.  

• When examining these price escalations and prices, it is important to remember that MS is a 
chronic disease, generally requiring people to remain on their DMTs and bear their cost for a 
long period of time. 

• Multiple sclerosis (MS) medications have transformed the treatment of relapsing MS over the 
last 20 years. Yet many people living with MS cannot access the medications they need. 

• The burden of high drug costs affects the day-to-day lives of people living with MS. 
o In a recent survey, 38.9% of people with MS said that it is very or somewhat difficult to 

afford their MS medications.  
o People with MS also shared the “hidden” consequences they suffer due to the cost and 

stress of accessing their MS medications—for example, postponing paying other bills, 
spending less on groceries, using a credit card more often, or even taking on an additional 
job or postponing retirement. 
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• People with MS also report increasing out-of-pocket costs, confusing and inconsistent 
formularies (the lists of medications an insurer will pay for), and complex approval processes 
that stand in the way of getting the treatments they need.  

o Co-insurance for MS medications can be as high as 40%.  
o While they offer many benefits, patient assistance programs can be difficult for patients 

to navigate and also cause great stress—with people having to re-apply year-to-year, not 
knowing whether or not they will be able to stay on their DMT that has kept them 
healthy. And these assistance programs are a band-aid to help deal with the problem—
not a solution. 

• People with MS shouldn’t have to make these tough choices, or deal with ongoing stress and 
financial insecurity, simply because they live with a chronic disease. 

• It is time for change. People with chronic illnesses need more information, and they need to 
know that they’ll be able to get the life-changing medication they need.  
 
 

What does this legislation do? 
 

• This bill provides a balanced approach to transparency requirements for both drug 
manufacturers and health insurers. 

• On the insurer side, the bill would require the insurer to submit information about: 
o The 25 prescription drugs most frequently prescribed by providers in their network; 
o The 25 costliest drugs and the insurer’s total spending on each (note: our MS drugs are 

very often in the top-25 list); 
o The 25 drugs with the highest year-over-year increase in spending; and 
o A summary of the impact of drug costs on premiums or on spending per enrollee. 

• On the drug manufacturer side, the bill would require the manufacturer to submit notification of 
any drug that they intend to introduce at a cost of $10,000 or more per year; increases in price 
by 10% or $10,000 per year; or increases in price by 25% or $25,000 over a 36-month period.  

o For a drug meeting the above threshold, the manufacturer must then report information 
related to the justification of that price, including factors such as: their manufacturing 
costs; marketing and advertising costs; research and development costs; cost of clinical 
trials; pricing history in the U.S. and Canada; as well as the total financial assistance they 
give, through their programs, as well as rebates and coupons. 

• The state would then compile this information into a consumer-friendly summary report, for 
the public and the legislature.  

 
The idea behind this bill is that if it were enacted: 

• Drug companies would think twice about raising prescription drug prices significantly, and 
triggering the notification requirements. 

• Drug companies will have to justify and explain why the price of a medication, some of which 
have been on the market for decades, is suddenly going up. 

• Insurers will have better ability to bargain with the drug companies, use the information provided 
to push back against justifications that don’t make sense, and have the advance notice to 
negotiate bigger rebates before having to change formularies or otherwise use their purchasing 
power. 



 
 
 

• Policymakers, purchasers, and the public will have a new central source of information to identify 
trends and issues in prescription drug prices to serve as a guide for future reform efforts. 

 
 
Who sponsors this bill? 

• SB 5586 Sponsors: 
Ranker, Rivers, Kuderer, Cleveland, Miloscia, Mullet, Saldaña, Keiser, Conway, Hasegawa 

• HB 1541 Sponsors: 
Robinson, Johnson, Harris, McBride, Doglio, Wylie, Peterson, Cody, Stonier, Frame, Sawyer, Macri
, Sells, Orwall, Jinkins, Senn, Tharinger, Stanford, Riccelli, Fitzgibbon, Ormsby, Gregerson, Hudgins
, Ortiz-
Self, Ryu, Farrell, Tarleton, Pollet, Clibborn, Fey, Kilduff, Reeves, Kagi, Chapman, Pellicciotti, Berg
quist, Goodman, Lovick, Slatter 

• If your legislator is a cosponsor, please thank them for their support. 
 
 
Bill/committee status and “ask:” Confirming closer to Action Day! 
 

http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#ranker
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#rivers
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#kuderer
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#cleveland
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#miloscia
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#mullet
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#saldaa
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#keiser
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#conway
http://leg.wa.gov/senate/senators/pages/default.aspx#hasegawa
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#robinson
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#johnson
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#harris
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#mcbride
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#doglio
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#wylie
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#peterson
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#cody
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#stonier
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#frame
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#sawyer
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#macri
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#macri
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#sells
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#orwall
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#jinkins
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#senn
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#tharinger
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#stanford
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#riccelli
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#fitzgibbon
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#ormsby
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#gregerson
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#hudgins
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#hudgins
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#ortiz-self
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#ortiz-self
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#ryu
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#farrell
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#tarleton
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#pollet
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#clibborn
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#fey
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#kilduff
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#reeves
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#kagi
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#chapman
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#pellicciotti
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#bergquist
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#bergquist
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#goodman
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#lovick
http://leg.wa.gov/house/representatives/pages/default.aspx#slatter

