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Prescription Drug Transparency and Notification (SB 
5586/HB 1541) 

Position: The National MS Society supports measures that would 
improve transparency across the health system, including for 
prescription drug price increases.  

 
Background: 
 
The price of MS medications has increased in recent years, and 
competition has not driven down price.  

• The National MS Society believes that both innovation and affordable 
access are critical to ensure people receive the medication and treatments 
they need. Medications can only help change lives if people can access 
them. 

• The average price of the MS treatments has increased nearly 400% since 
2004. MS disease-modifying therapies’ (DMTs) costs have increased 
annually at rates five to seven times higher than prescription drug inflation. 

• In 2004, the average wholesale price of available MS disease-modifying 
therapies (DMT) was $16,000. In 2013, the average price was $61,000; in 
2017, the average price of an MS DMT was $83,688 (all average wholesale 
prices). 

• In 2004, the cost of a DMT accounted for about half of the direct medical 
costs for treating someone with MS; today it is nearly three-quarters of the 
cost of treating someone with MS. 

• Despite more than a dozen DMTs for relapsing MS, including some 
generics, the prices of MS DMTs continue to rise.  

 
The burden of high drug costs affects the day-to-day lives of people 
living with MS. 

• When examining these price escalations and prices, it is important to 
remember that MS is a chronic disease, generally requiring people to 
remain on their DMTs and bear their cost for a long period of time. 

• The continual escalating prices of MS disease-modifying therapies are 
creating barriers to people with MS getting these life-changing 
medications. 

• Patients and advocates need additional data to better understand how 
drug pricing affects healthcare spending and insurance premium growth.  

• While they offer many benefits, patient assistance programs can be 
difficult for patients to navigate—with people having to re-apply year-to-
year, not knowing whether or not they will be able to stay on their DMT—
and serve as a band-aid, rather than a solution for high prices. 

• In a recent survey, 38.9% of respondents with MS said that it is very or 
somewhat difficult to afford their MS medications. People with MS also 
shared the “hidden” consequences they suffer due to the cost and stress of 
accessing their MS medications—for example, postponing paying other 
bills, spending less on groceries, or using a credit card more often. 

What is multiple sclerosis (MS)?  

• MS is an unpredictable, often 
disabling disease of the central 
nervous system. 

• MS interrupts the flow of 
information within the brain, and 
between the brain and body. 

• Symptoms range from  
numbness and tingling to 
blindness and paralysis. 

• The progress, severity and 
specific symptoms of MS in  
any one person cannot yet  
be predicted. 

 
SB 5586/HB 1541 would: 

• Establish transparency 
requirements for drug 
manufacturers and insurers. 

• Require that prescription drug 
manufacturers give advance 
notice to purchasers for 
significant prescription drug 
price hikes, or the introduction  
of a new high-price drug. 

• Require drug manufacturers to 
disclose information regarding 
the rationale for significant price 
increases or high introductory 
prices. 

• Require insurers to submit 
information about their most 
frequently prescribed drugs, the 
most costly drugs, and drugs 
with the highest year-to-year 
increase in spending. 

• The state would then compile 
this information into a summary 
report available for the public 
and the legislature. 
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